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FP, | Miniſter of thA oſha cawnot without Þp- receive 4 « L;- 
turgy generally and excluſtuely impoſed. 


Tn explication of the Tearms obſerve, 


Miniſter of f the Geſpel-doth intend a perſon fitted 
for, and by ſolemn Ordinatior inveſted with 
the "office and. authority of Adminiftring the 
Word, Prayer, Sacraments, and all As of So- 
lemn Pablick Worlhip between God 4 and. his 
- Church: viſible. Rv © 
.. A Liturgy doth here fignifie, not a meer or- 
- der*and regular metbid of praying, reading the. 
Seriptures, and adminiſtration of other parts of worſhip, in conve- 
- nient time and .order , fuccelſively each after other, in their - 
proper place; for thisI confeſs to have been uſed in all Churches 
of .Jews or Chriſtians, and this is diftated by all Rules: of order 
and prudeice neceflary to humane Society, ſo ſpecified as tg con- 
ſKiture an holy Convocation': a R#brick; or DireGion 1 acxnowledge 
as the Genuine produtt of Eccleſiaſtical polity, and the forma in- 
formons of: that aniformity in publique order, which is maintained 


without unity of words and-forms , tearms and exprellions, as 
B | © 


eheornament and honour of any "EA and circumſcribed kt 
. But by Letzrgy, 1 here underſtand ſtated Formes for the Cele. BY 
bration of ſolemn publique worſhip, and the: ſeveral parts there- TW. 
of, compoſed, digeſſed, and ( for the very words, tearms, atid'expreſ="fip-3 
ons thereof ) determined and preſcribed, by ſome others then the ths 
Parſon, or Miniſter who ftandeth to Minifter Gods Ordinances 
between God and hisChurch: oo ns FE: 
"This Liturgy I note is impoſed, that is put upor others by power Ml 
and authority, tq be received with. all ſubmiſſion and obedience ; 
reſolving the Adminiſtrator enjoyned hereby to adminiſter, intro BB 
the dilemma of obeying Ged or Man, of doing or of ſuffering, which * 
ſtrait is the greater when andwhere it is. 7 nf BE 
Generally and excluſively impoſed (id eft)) with an impoſition fo #7 
extenlive in nature. and qualityz though not in fait and execution, 
a$.£0 reach unto, limit and reſtrain the Adminiſtrator, in @l and 
every the afts of folenm publique worſhip, or miniſterial office ; | 
at all times, in all places, on Lords days or other days, in publique or 
1n-private, 1n Praying, Reading, Baptizing AAdminiſtration.of the 
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Lords Supper; Thanke-iving for Womens delivery from the peril 
of Child-birth, YV:fitation of the fick , Marriage or Burial, aid the 
like ; (o as that the Miniſter: may not perſenelly form, or modifie 


«4 


any occaſional diſcourſe required from him as a Miniſter ; bue in 
all Miniſterial A&s'he mult'be. confined to.thele ;mpoſed: forms and 
preſeribed words,” and-ſhall'be- conftrained to''ufe theſe and 'nove 
pther,without incurring the guilt of diſobedience coSupertors, and 
expoſing himſelf to the hazard'of the Laws” oe uo 
That religious Princes in ſome ſpecial, 'pecnliar: Alts of Worſhip 
( ſuch as are National Fafts or Thanks-gromgs, on: ſome ſpecial, pe- 
calhar mig aged ares) minding'to proclaim their ſenfe and 
affeQion: of ſuch a ſpecial Condition to-, by and among all his 
Snbje&ts , may put ſoriie ſpecial form of prayer, or ſong of praiſe, 
into the mouths of Gods Miniſters, and ſo.the mouths of his Sub- 
ze&s,and that the Miniſter,may and muſt receive theſame{though 
by defeR of immediate inſpiration, ſuch as diftared the'Sofngs of 
Deborah, Moſes, David, and our Bleſſed Saviour, it may admit? dif- 
puce) I could conſent; for that each general Rule admitreth its 
EXception : but that the whole of Gads ordinary publique worſhip 
fhould be reſolved into forms, and the Adminiſtrator be in all-the 
parts thereof confined to uſe theſe preſcribed forms} and _= 
| , | . rn « | 0 


her, is that for: which I ſee bo warfant iN het 150, 7 or 
Eccleltaftique polity,this is that(Wwaving the warrantablenels a the 
.Impofition J: winch I concave no Miniſter Can receive without 
Win: 508, : LEES CY 
A Miniſter cannot without ſin (id eft) offence againſt God, and 
contradi&on to his holy will, and ſo contratting guilt on his own 
Conſcience:Receive ſuch ».Titargy (4d ef) reſign up his Miniſte- 

rialAdminiftration and Judgement unto the fame, by an unfeigned 

afſent of mind, and conſent of will, to confine, limic, and reſtratn his 

miniſterial endowments and executions}, unto thoſe preſcribed 
- tearms andimpoſed forms. IU UE IE. 
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lained, the Poſition.zs thus proved.  . 
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: AMiniſter cannot without fin receive any thing ;nconfiſtent with, 
| enddeſftruttive to the formal At of bis Miniſterial Office. © 
'Bar a Liturgy generally and exclufiyely impoſed, # :neonfitent 
with, and deſtruttive to the formal As of the Miniſterial Office. Ergo 


a Miniſter cannot without fin receive a Liturgy . generally and .exelu- 
AE. SET RE es AT WE OTE 1 -Ele BT 
The propoſition is clear and undeniable,he muſt be acknowledg- 
ed #nworthy the Minifterial Office received from the Lord, and 
therein #nfaithf#l, who ſhall admit or receive any thing znconſt- 
- ſtent with, 'and deſtrudtive to the formal Ads, whereby it doth ope- 
rate unto its appointed end ; that Officer muſt needs.be finfully 
- *43gnorant of, or ſhamefully perfedions to his Office, cha*geable 
with {loch or 1ntollerable negligence, who admitteth or receiveth 
anything which ſuperſedeth the! formal a@ of bis Office, Miniſter nox 
Mzniſtrens, muſt ateds be more odious, a.much greater ſcandal, 
then a Nn-preaching Preeſt.. ' It cannot be denied to. be a moſt 
baſe and laviſh Servility, to proftitute the Office to which we are 
apted and ordainded by the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, unto the . pleaſure 


and: preſcriptions of men, thowgh rhe beſt for quality and Aucho- 
rity. i wt _ | 33 be Wo £8 $>+K © SS 
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_ bite - and deftrative-to the formal af of Miniſterial 
Ofhice, os 2 | Bur 
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_ But a Liturgy generally and excluſively inipo ſed, is inconfiſtent WV; 
with, and deſtructive to.a minfterial modification of Gods publique. Wh, 
worſhip by perſonal abilities. Ergo, a Litar -generglly and exclu- .. 
fively impoſed, is inconſiſtent with, and Jef ahve to the formal all 
of the Miniſterial Offce, * ' ED Bos RE 

. InthisSyllogiſm the Aſſumption or Minor Propoſition is clear: 
and undeniable (viz. ) that firch a Liturgy is inconſiſtent with, and 
deſtruitiveto a Miniſterial modificatim of worſ#ip by perſongl/ abili- 
ties ; for what is done to ons hands by others cannot be done by 
nr perſonal abilities : the digeſted diſcourſes of others, is an aQtual 
ſuperſede as to our own invention, much more thoſe which are 
preſcribed, generally and excluſively impoſed; in theſe a3 I need not; 
ſo I may not, I muſt not modifie worſhip (into any form of admi- 
niſtration) by any or all the abilities1 enjoy or have obtained: 1 
cannot concetve why it ſhould be a fhame to preach, and yet an 
honour to pray zz Print ;; he that prayeth other mens prayers, and 
preacheth othlier mens. Sermons, ſuſpendeth his. own miniſterial 
abilities a5 uſeleſs endowments. &u ne ay 
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The Major Propoſition in this Syllogiſzs appearing doubtful,is 


thus pr oved. 0 


"If Miniſterjal modification ( of publique worſhip ).by perſonal 
abilities, be the formal ati of the Mizifterial Office; then what ig in-. 
conſiſtent with, and deſtrutive to ſuch modification, is inconliſt- - 
on with , and deſtrutive to the formal at of the Aſiniſterial - 


Bur Miniſterial modification ( of. publique worthip ).by perſoxal 
#bil;ties is the formal aft of the ſinifterial Office... Ergo,what is int 
confiftent with; and deſtruftive to ſuch modification, 1s :7confiſtent 
with, and deſtrathve to the formal ad of the Miniſterial Office. 
' In this Syllogilm, the Major Propoſition 1s clear and undenia- 
ble, yet for the better underſtanding of it, and the whole argu=-: 
ment; F wiſh theſe things may be confidered. - 


i. Miniſterial modification by perſonal abilities, here predicated 
the formal adi of the Miniſterial Office is intended to fignifie, an ex- 
erting (by theauthority of the received: Office ) perſonal abilities 
( minitterial gifts infuſed or acquired ).z#, and 710 the putting all 
«dF of publique worſhip between God and bus Church into' ſuch or ſuch 
#n humane mode, which i proper to paſs between God and bumane $o-. . h 

Kr. | mY | cet) 


<< 


ciety (fo ſpecified as to conſtitute a Church viſible, and an holy 
Convocation) nto the. edification of the (hurch_; whether it be 
Prayer, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or any the like parts of 
worſhip. . _ oo TS ok 2 
2. The Argument predicgteth the Genws, and that univerſally ; 
the formal att of the Miniſterial Office, as it doth exiſt in any, or ) 
every parÞthereof, in Dofrine, Worlhip, or Diſcipline, in Prayer 
25 well as Preaching, in Adminiſtration of Sacraments as well as 11 
performing the more common, curſary, and charitative occaſional as 
thereof , ſuch. are Viſitation of. the fick, Funeral Exortations, and 
the like; by all or any of which the Miniſter muſt execute that 
aft which is incumbent on hic> by vertue of his Office,as he is a M;- 
ziſter ; nor may he without ſome ſpecial reaſon be limited, reſtrainh- 
ed, or ſuperſededinany part or at of this kis Office, for a quate- 
us ad omne valet conſequentia ; if he admit preſcription in Prayer, 
he cannot refuſe it when impoſed in Preaching, a reſtraint inthe 
Desk will eafily extendand challenge obedience in the Pulpic ; I ſee 
not any reaſon why Preaching, that fingle att of the Miniſterial 
| office, ſhould be more exempt'from-preſcription and impoſition, 
then Praying, Reading, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and all other 
* ads of the ſame office, which are equally capable of, and neceſiarily 
ſubjeted to modificarion by perſonal abilities.” 7 
Lec it therefore be noted, that the plea of a'liberty to a;,and 
* exert perſonal abilities in the Pulpit, and chat de fatto, which we. ſee 
xj is uſially done by every Miniſter ( which yet 1s in ſome Churches: - 
& denied, where their Cannons direCt the bidding of Prayer, and re- 
* ſolve che Palpir part of that duty into the Lords-prayer, and ap- 
pointeth Homilies to be Read) is of no force; for our queſtion 
is de jxrewhat may be done, not de fadto what is done, anenquiry 
{ into the warrant of reſigning up the formal at of the Miniſterial 
{ Offeee, in any fingle and ſpecial part thereof; ſo as to ſecure the ge-- 
4; neral nature of the Office he hath received, from a Miziftery de- 
ſtroyieo impoſition, preſcription, and limitation, the which no Mini- 
ſter can withoxt fi ſuffer in the leaſt aX, or for a momenr of time: 
| in his Miniſterial medification of Gods Ordinances in and to bis Church. 


- The Minor or 4 ſumption appearing doubifut, is thas cleared. 
The formal aft of the Miniſteria] Office is either a Magjfterial: 


1 inſtitution, or a Mjnifterial medication of Gods Ordinances by per- 
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{onal abilities-in' and co the ALF aliquod tertium.' ©. Uh 
> But the formal a& of the Miniſterial Office is not a Aſapiſterial file 
mmſtitution of Gods Ordinances, nor liqued tertium, Ergo the for hy "1 
mal alt of the Miniſterial Office is a M:ziſterial modification of Gods hu 
Ordinances by perſonal abilities in and to bis Church, > _ by 


CE 


The Maj>r propokttion diltributing the Miniſterial Office into yi 
 operite, in and Wi 


thoſe afts in or by ſome of which ic-muſt exiſt and 
tomards the, Church is clear and undeniable, ; _ bull 
The firſt part of the Minor is alſo clear, for. Magiſterial inſtitution jigha 
1s peculiar tothe Lord, wlioſe Prerogative Royal is to erdain and it 
preſcribe the worſhjp, and all the parts thereof, which his Church 
and People fhall do unto him, and that both for. matter and form, 
inall che ſubſtantial parts thereof, which may not be varied by any þ 
humane power whatſoever : Moreover the Office of Golpel'Mi- ho 
nifters 1s A4m;ftery, they mult aCt as Stewards of the Myſteries. of 
God, not as Lords of Gods beritage, or as having dominion over the ji 
faith of the flock of Chriſt; in both'theſereſpeRts it is manifeſt Ma> 
giſterial inſtit#t;os is not the formal a& of the Miniſterial Office : FR 
This 1 conceive to. be the- reaſon why the grand Maſters of- our |; 
Aſſemblies. do reſolve-4lbo, and religious Rites (formal atts of wor- 
ſhip ) into the .Topick of order and decency (to which they bear not 
theleſt relation) for they know they have no magiſterial power to 
inſtitute the leaſt religious Rite.- | Cf On. 

If the formal aCt-of the Miniſterial Office be aliquod tertium. I 
defireit may be afligned, that it may be conſidered ; for theres ani 
indiſpenſable neceſlity that all men commiſſioned to, and entruſted 
with an Office, do fully know, and clearly underſtand, the forma! 
at by which he muſt execute the Office to' him entruſted, and to 

. which he is authorized. Oh, DO Can gg? : 
. I humbly conceive the reading or pronouncing of ſet,* preſcribed, 
and impoſed forms of publike werſhip, are not,nor can they be judged 
"the formal a& of the Miniſterial Office, for this in part done, and 
_ direQted to be done by the Pariſh-Clerk, and People, who as they are 
not ordained unto, ought not to meddle with the Miniſterial a@s 
of this Office; :This is an att much-below thoſe Gifts ( whether in- 
fuſed or acquired) which arerequired £$ab(oJutely neceflary unto 
the Miniſterial Office. 1 cannot think any Biſhop or his Examinanc 
will. judge a School-voy, twelye years old, ſufficiently qualified to 
execite the formal ad of the Miniſterial Office, yet he may-be able 
with gravity, and an audible voice, to read the ſeveral preſcribed 
forms of Publique Worſhip. I. canrot conceive extreordinary 
gifts mult be acquired, and on tryal approved, and ſo muſt be by 
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© - ſolemn Ordination 'althorized £0-an'Office performable by any 
| Child which can read © 1hope Proteſtants make not the intention 

* or intrinſecal power of the Adminiſtrator, the formality ', and ſo the 
| efficacy of the adminiſtratioa, and then the att(I ſay is) performable 
 - by any good Reader, nor will a good Readerneed to take much care 
-.. heSpprove himſelf 2 work-man, which, needethnot-to beaſhanied 
* diftribation of Gods Worſhip in, and by the modes and formes pre- 

8 ſcribed, andimpoſed, not dicotomization 1n and by forms and modes» | 
| perſonally digeſted, by his Miniſterial Endowments, being the 
 * formal a& of his Miniſterial Office : It is further obſeevable, that 
: If reading and pronouncing the forms preſeribed: by others, berhe 
| - formal at of the Miniſterial Office, variety of Gifts Cnatnral and- 
acquired) are not detigned, or direRted ( for they are not there- 

unto capacitated) tnto the work of Miniſtry, and edifying the 
body of Chriit, ayd fo are none of thoſe Gifts given by Chrifl as 
Mediator and King of the Church. OO 'oE 
When I confider the work of Goſpel Miniſters is Miniſtery, and 
that the Miniſtery of Stewards or Embaſſadors that are contined, 
limited, and reſtrained in the matter of their Embaſſy, Steward- 
ſhip, and Miniſtration, but charged with the-publique modification 
thereof according to that Wiſedome ,- Gravity , Sobriery, and 
Skill, with which chey ſtand endowed, and by which they are apted 
for the ſame : when ] o>ſerve the ſtrict Charge, given at_the Qr-« 
daining Miniſters, that they give themſelves to Prayer and Study, that 
they may perſevere and wax ſtronger in the 2diniſterial Gifts : when 
] read Diyines reſolving the Miniſtry to be a Szcred Fundion where- 
79 Men furnifged with meet Gifts ſerve God ana bus Church, by diſ- 
WP pencing the Word, Sacraments, end.” rayer, unto the Edification of 
IE the Church ; when Icall to mind the Wiſdome, Diligence, Fidelity, 
2 andDevotionrequired of all Miniſters 1n the performance of the atts 
nn of the Miniſterial Office > and whilſt I ſtand convinced that the M;- 
bell. niſtery of Men in Gods Church, is Gods Condeſcention to Men, that 
0! all matters of the Covenant of Grace, and Salvation between God 
$i and Men, may be tranſatte\ after the manner of Men 5 in which 
endl dicotomization. is aſſigned the work of*®the Miniſter, who miſt noc 
hed vary any thing in the matter .and ſ#bjtance of appointed worſhip ; 
faqs 1 ſee not hov it can be poſſioly denied, that Miniſterial modification 
xn of Gods Ordinances by perſonal abilities, is the formal aft of the Mi- 
wild iſterial Office; and I ſhall be gladto underſtand a good Reaſon, why 


43 the ſame thould be limited, and. reſtrained 1n all other agitations 
"' _ | ; Petween. 
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 . # ©. © between God and his Church, and only left at liberty in ſpeaking - 
Sm .-- Godsmind; It will be worth the while to conſider, whether the * 
Tmpoſition and preſcription in Prayerand Sacraments, be not 'of 
- * that nature, that it is applicable to Preaching, and ſo maketh the _ 
' Preaching liberty ,a matter. of fa#,ather then of right ; and read-- 
ng Hemiliesto beas full and formal Miniſtration of the wordh, as 
a Litzrgy is in Prayer and Adminiſtration: of Sacraments ? I can 
have no confidencethat the Miniſter will not betray the whole,who. 
can On pretenceof obedience, and peace of the Church, andgood of 
| his People,refign up the formal a of by Minifterial Office in any parts _ 
thereof; for the reaſons are as applicable, extenſive and cogent to - 
all as auy. part of Gods Workhip, and the Miniſterial FunQion.. 


